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Hosting elements of German culture
Kinslee Karovic listens as Santa Claus reads off a list of Christmas gifts the 
child hoped to receive as her family took part in Mountain Home’s first-ever 
Christkindl Markt on Saturday. Elements of German heritage and culture 
came together that afternoon at the Hub Plaza in the city’s downtown area 
as hundreds of people gathered to enjoy various holiday meals as they took 
time to check out vendor booths that offered an assortment of authentic 
German meals along with various handmade jewelry, bookmarks and other 
unique hand-crafted items along with festive wreaths and traditional German 
holiday goods. (Photos by Brian S. Orban)

The consequences of 
dangerous actions that 
teenagers and others in this 
nation often make took the 
stage at Glenns Ferry High 
School last week as a man 
shared his message of how 
to avoid making those life-
changing choices.

During a scheduled as-
sembly in the high school 
gymnasium, Chris Sandy 
shared with these students 
how his life changed as the 
result of an impaired driv-
ing crash that happened 25 
years ago. 

That life-changing mo-
ment began one evening as 
he started pouring beer into 
various cups.

 “We have the music 
going, and I got this phone 
call from some of my 
friends,” Sandy said. “They 
were right down the road at 
another party.”

Sandy didn’t think twice 
about what to do once he 
answered that phone call. 
He and his friend, Jesse, 
jumped up from the table 
and walked out to Sandy’s 
car.

With the radio blaring, 
they took off down the road. 
Telling various jokes that 
led both of them to laugh, 
they ended up traveling at 
speeds of roughly 80 miles 
per hour.

That’s when Sandy’s 
life changed when his car 
crashed into a vehicle pull-
ing out of a driveway.

“All of a sudden, I see 
this gold flash shoot in front 
of my face,” he said after he 
found himself lying on the 
ground near his car. 

He knew he was in 
trouble.

“I was lying there wor-
ried if I was going to jail 
or worried about what 
happened to my car or my 
life being ruined,” he said.

It was here that he 
learned two people had died 
as a result of his actions 
while driving while under 
the influence of alcohol – 
the husband and wife who 
were in that other vehicle.

Following a court trial 
that led to his conviction, 
he spent 3,117 days inside 

prison because of that 
choice he made to drive 
while under the influence 
of alcohol.

“I’m going to tell you 
what I learned,” Sandy 
told the students at the 
high school. “Sometimes, 
living with the choice you 
make is way harder than 
dealing with any of these 
consequences.”

As a way to address the 
consequences he faced, 
he made it his goal to 
start a journey in which 
he dedicated his time to 
“simply to help students 
and people understand that 
every choice they make 
in their lives matters,” 
he said.

“Every one of you is 
responsible for making 
your own choice in life,” 
Sandy reminded the stu-
dents. “I’m not here to tell 
you don’t do this, and don’t 
do that. It’s your choice. It’s 
your life.”

However, he remains 
committed to dedicating 
his time to continue sharing 
his message with stu-
dents in schools across the 
United States. It became 
his way of helping make 
a difference by ensuring 
teenagers and others he 
talks to understand their 
actions often come with 
severe, life-changing con-
sequences.

Some people out there 
may believe students sim-
ply “coast” through this 
time of their lives. How-

ever, it’s not always true 
due to certain choices they 
make in life that lead to 
certain consequences that 
remain with them for years. 

A message of how Choices Matter...
Crash survivor explains to Glenns Ferry students how bad choices lead to consequences

“I’m hoping that by 
sharing my story with them 
and teaching them what I’ve 
gone through and how I got 
through those situations, 

I’m hoping that can help 
touch each person’s life,” 
Sandy said.

Over the years, he’s 
taken time to share his 
message with more than a 
million students at schools 
in 35 different states.

“I’m going to continue 
to strive to get in front of as 
many students as possible 
because I do want to make 
a difference,” Sandy said.

His goal following each 
of his presentations focused 
on having these students 
and adults take time to 
pause and reflect on their 
own lives. It’s a way for 
them to become more aware 
of the situations they get 
themselves into.

“I want them to under-
stand they’re not invincible 
people and they get caught 

Chris Sandy watches 
as a student from 
Glenns Ferry High 
School struggles to 
navigate across the 
floor of the school’s 
gymnasium while 
wearing goggles 
that replicate the 
way people’s vision 
changes while un-
der the influence of 
alcohol as part of last 
week’s presentation. 
It represented a way 
for these students to 
gain a first-hand look 
at the dangers of driv-
ing  while intoxicated 
(Photo by Christina Spriggs)
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up in a moment that can 
change their life forever,” 
he said.

While these students 
may believe they are the 
school’s best athlete, cheer-
leader or the holder of a 
different title, it doesn’t 
really matter since this 
tends to change after they 
graduate, he added. 

“I want everyone to 
learn from everything they 
go through and be open to 
learn from others,” he said. 
“I want them to understand 
that they’re not invincible.”

In addition, he empha-
sized to students out there 
to remember that they’re 
not alone. When they make 
a mistake, they can find the 
help needed to rebuild their 
life by taking time to do 
something positive.

(Above) Uli Dan-
ner hangs up an 
assortment of 
holiday decora-
tions up for sale 
that day with 
the proceeds 
benefitting the 
Mountain Home 
Heroes on the 
Water organiza-
tion.

(Left) Anthony 
Kariotis gives 
a reindeer 
decoration 
some attention 
as the younger 
checked out the 
various displays 
near the stage 
at the Hub Plaza 
area


